Dearest brothers and sisters
after all this time, here you go the very last
news from the students!
After facing with determination and
diligence the final texts from the end of
May till half of June, we can say with
satisfaction that the Theological and
philosophical year is ended. The results we
achieved were excellent and in over our
expectations. We give glory to the Lord for
the way He supported and helped us. So
this year was the last for some of us: Peter
graduated and now he begins to study law;
Sylvie, Marta Laura and Flor concluded the
theological Baccalaureate and now they are
ready to go to the place chosen by God;
Cristina (the undersigned) reached the Phd
in philosophy and now she is ready to help
where need is greatest.

We want to thank the Lord
telling about His wonderings
and testifying the marvellous
things He did for us! Enjoy
the reading!
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Christ is risen!
I’m Peter from Slovakia, I knew
the community seven years ago.
When I was seventeen years old,
I didn’t have a defined goal in
my life, something important to
struggle for. I missed adventure.
When I was younger I dreamt of
learning many languages,
travelling to Italy and in
particular I desired with all my
strength to visit New York.
I felt very dissatisfied with the
high school I was going to; I
knew that after the final exam I
never would have a stable
foundation to build my life on.
Until one day Father Ricardo,
founder of the Koinonia John
the Baptist, put forward the idea
to study in Italy. At the
beginning I wasn’t interested in
that proposal, it was only a good
chatting. After a time, I thought

carefully about it and decided,
even it was hard for me, to
accept it. So I moved to Rome,
started to study the Italian
language and thank to the help
of my brothers and sisters I
learnt it in 10 months. Some
Mexicans brothers taught me
some Spanish and this helped
me to improve my English.
At the end of this gap year I had
the chance to accompany a
consecrated brother for his
perpetual vows in Mexico.
The month after I started the
high school in Rome, at the
beginning it was very diﬃcult to
understand philosophical, legal,
concepts but thanks to the
Lord’s help I managed to get
very complicated arguments.
During the fourth year I went
with my school class to New
Yo r k a t Un i t e d Na t i o n s
Headquarters to do the
simulations of the discussions in
the English language. In that
occasion I was rewarded as one
of the best of my commission. I
finished the high school with a
brilliant final exam. At the end
of this educational step I wish to
thank the Lord for the way He
supported me e made me strong
in these years. I thank the
consecrated brothers because
they made me feel welcome and

Ps 145,4

loved in a special way; they took
care of me, as I was their child.
With my decision to go to Italy
I gave to Jesus the opportunity
to act in my life and to make me
experience His awesome love.
For sure everything at the
beginning it’s hard but not
impossible!! If Father Ricardo
had limited to the possible I
don’t think Koinonia would be
spread all over the world and I’d
not have the chance to share
with you what I lived!
Thank you to all of you for your
welcome and concrete help!!
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Christ is Risen! My name’s Sylvie
Kaboré, I come from Burkina
Faso and I belong to the internal
community as a consacrated sister.
Since I was a child I felt the call to
belong to the Lord and when I
was twelve I started to long to be a
missionary out of Africa. Along
the path of my life, the Lord gave
me to experience, more and more,
this love and longing to follow
him and to consacrate to Him. So
after five years of searching a
charismatic community of
evangelizzation like Koinonia,
finally I met it in 2006.
I thank the Lord for these
beautiful years spent in the
community, I’m always more
happy of the life in the virginity
for the Kingdom of Heaven. I
praise the Lord for His wonders,

for His guidance, for His huge
and faithful love for me. I thanks
my dear friends, brothers and
sisters, for the path we shared
encouraging one another through
our testimonies and faithfulness.
With regards to the study, I thank
Jesus and the community for the
chance to study because it has
been a beautiful and enriching
experience for both the intellectual
knowledge and the experience of
the communitarian life. I spent
four amazing years fulfilling and
usefull. I lived all this and more
thanks to your help, support,
encouragement, so thank you
from the bottom of my heart for
this opportunity. I always kept in
my heart the desire to study even
if in Burkina Faso, because of the
economic situation, it wasn’t easy
to study. I remember a particular
event happened when I was taking
a course at the Saint Monique
College, in Koudougou, during
the math class the secretary
entered the classroom and invited
me to go out because the fees
hadn’t be paid. The only way to
come back to school was to pay
the tuition otherwise I had to
leave it. This experience was very
strong for me. I remember that
my father encouraged me a lot
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and we went togheter to the
mission looking for help. The
mission paid the tuition for two
years, till I could finish my
g r a d u a t i o n . Eve n f o r t h e
Theological studies I recognize
that without your economic
support it wouldn’t be possible for
my brothers and me to be trained.
Thank you so much for this
enriching and blessed chance. And
now that my studies are finished I
hope to transfer what I got in
order to make other people rich.
May the Lord bless each areas of
your life and make you an
instrument of His love
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coming from other religious

Sylvie, with whom I shared these

experiences other.

3 years of formation. I also want

We have given our testimony, and
presented what Koinonia is in a
university place, the values we
have learned from community life
and from a kerygmatic training,
they really appreciated it.
We faced challenging times from
all points of view. We gave our
best in the school and also in the
community, we have endeavored

to thank each of the brothers and
sisters with whom I lived with. A
big thank

to our responsible

Cristina for her wise guidance, for
the way she led us through our
different activities.
Last but not least, I want to thank
all of you for giving us the
possibility of these years of
formation. Thank you for having

not to forget the need of those
There have been a three very

around us despite the temptation

intensive years. It seemed that the

to devote all our strength to the

time was flying away and we were
always keeping on going with the
rhythm of a study life. We spent

preparation for the exams.
There were also difficult days of
trial, in which we have felt we
exempted us from the various

three years just to get used to the

were “walking on the water”. The
requirement from the professors

shelves of every single theological

and the exams to be taken were

to have before, in the various

greater than the time we could

communities. Thank you for your

have to the study, and this led us

just to learn the first concepts and

economical support, so that

to trust more and more in the

to not get lost . We have been

L o r d . We p r o c l a i m e d t h e

everything could be achieved.
Marta Laura

really involved and enriched not

faithfulness of the Lord recalling

subject. And the same three years

only by the notions, but also by

the marvels he had already done,

the personal and familiar

and He always supported us. We
have experienced that we depend

approach of each professor of our

on Him and on the brothers and

small faculty; also by the

sisters. It was a good lesson for us,

communion with the classmates

a lifetime lesson.
We have been enriched by staying
together. I am grateful to Flor and

works and commitments we used
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I am Flor, I was born in San
Lorenzo Lalana, Oaxaca, Mexico,
in an indigenous population,
whose conditions of life are very
diﬃcult: we live in extreme
poverty and human misery at all
levels. In this place I lived up to
18 years, without attending any
school, because there was not the
mentality of the study, especially
because I was a woman. There is
in fact the idea that women are
worthless, they only have to get
married and have children, but
nothing more. The Lord used his
mercy towards me sending
missionaries to evangelize that
population. I had the grace to
meet a beautiful couple,
Armando and Rosio, who
announced me Jesus.
From that day on, a radical
change began in my life. This
couple oﬀered me the chance to
go with them to the city of

Guadalajara to start the study. I
immediately took the
opportunity. They welcomed me
into their family, they taught me
many things. I had to change my
mentality and insert myself into
their culture. It was not easy but
only in this way I could have
made a change in my life.
I had already turned 19 when I
started to attend to the primary
school, (primary, secondary,
preparatory). Later I also
attended to the vocational school
to help the children. My course
of study lasted about eight years,
with a lot of eﬀort and eﬀort,
because I had to learn the
spanish language and I also had
to work. Thank God I have
concluded every school stage
with great success. Then I
decided to
respond to
Jesus' call to
follow him in
virginity for
the Kingdom
of Heaven.
Twelve years
ago I joined
the Koinonia
John Baptist
community.
Once I
answered the
call, I did not
think about
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the study anymore. I had
concluded what was necessary,
but then my community gave me
the chance to complete also this
formative stage. I never thought
of studying in a pontifical
university in Rome. In these
three years of theological study,
beyond the diﬃculties I have
encountered, I have always felt
supported by the Lord, through
my community. It was a
wonderful experience and I am
very happy to have faced every
challenge with confidence in the
Lord. I thank all those who
helped and supported me during
this period, especially my
community that has always
encouraged me.
Looking at my past life and the
place from which the Lord has
rescued me, I
can clearly see
his hand at
work. The love
of the Lord is so
great that before
his mercy I can
only exclaim:
"The Almighty
has done great
things for me,
and Holy is his
name”!

Generation after generation praises your works

Dear brothers and sisters,
On 22.06 I achieved a doctorate
in philosophy on a thesis
concerning natural law in
Giambattista Vico. It was a great
achievement for me! The Lord is
really faithful and has given me
the opportunity to conclude a
stage that began a long time ago.
At the age of 20, in fact, I had
undertaken the study of
philosophy at the Cà Foscari
University of Venice. At that
time I did not believe in the
Lord, I was an atheist and so I
nourished my nihilistic ideas.
But I could not complete my
studies. After the experience in
Buddhism, which I approached
by chance, I started to feel
psychologically bad: I was no
longer able to study, to be focus
on and I had to abandon
everything. It began for me a
very diﬃcult time of depression,
in which I also tried to commit
suicide. At the moment of
utmost desperation someone

spoke to me of Camparmò as a
place where the Lord Jesus
manifested himself in a powerful
way, healing and transforming
people's lives. I went with my
parents and I began a journey
that would lead me to a life lived
in fullness.
In the Psalm 87:6 is written:
"There he was born". Really in
Camparmò, in the Koinonia
John the Baptist I can say that I
was born again because I
experienced the grace and mercy
of the Lord. For a year we went
to this holy mountain, they
prayed for me and slowly I felt
that something was changing.
One day, on 31.10.92, the
unexpected miracle happened:
during the Isaiah course, the
Lord touched my heart deeply.
For the first time in my life I felt
that Jesus, known from me only
by hearsay, now presented
Himself to me: I could
experience His presence and His
love. Jesus was not a tale
invented by men to appease their
restlessness, but he was a living
person who wanted to meet me.
I turned to him and asked him to
come into my life and change it.
And so it happened. It was an
experience of rebirth, of
resurrection, of power from
above that overwhelmed me. The
Holy Spirit filled me with his
presence, with his joy and I
experienced the healing and the
concrete salvation of Jesus. From
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that moment my life changed
r a d i c a l l y. I e n t e r e d t h e
community to follow Jesus in
virginity. 25 years have already
been passed and I continue to
f o l l ow h i m w i t h re n e we d
gratitude for the wonders he has
worked and continues to operate
in my life!
Having completed the doctorate
after 30 years is not just a fact.
On the spiritual level it was a
great achievement, a redemption
and the concrete sign of the
Lord's faithfulness in my life:
what He begins, He brings it to
completion!
I thank my brothers and sisters
for their support and
encouragement during these
years of study. I thank p. Ricardo
because He encouraged me to
undertake and complete this
challenge. He gave me
confidence to be able to conquer
this arduous peak. I thank all of
you who, with your financial
support, have given me the
opportunity to
study and
conclude the
study of
philosophy
after so many
y e a r s . Th e
Lord
is
faithful and
closes every
circle left
open!
Cristina

